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CXC CSEC English A exam - Paper 3/2 [Private Candidates] 

Julie Tagg| Think and Write for CSEC English A and B 

 

Starting from June 2018, the Caribbean Examinations Council (CXC) has made changes to the 

CXC CSEC English A exam. All candidates are required to sit paper 3, which is a compulsory 

paper. In-school candidates will complete paper 3/1, which is the School Based Assessment. 

Private exam candidates, on the other hand, will sit paper 3/2, which is an alternative to the 

School Based Assessment.  

 

Paper 3/2 is a timed exam consisting of three compulsory questions. The exam questions are 

based on three pieces of stimulus material, which include 

- an excerpt from a recent newspaper article,  

- a cartoon strip or lyrics to a song, and  

- a poem, short story, or extract of a public speech.  

 

All three stimulus materials are related to a topical issue. The first two compulsory questions are 

short answer type questions, and each consists of three parts. For instance,  

- the first question will have parts 1a, 1b, and 1c, and  

- the second question is organized in the same way.  

These two questions will focus on the topical issue raised in the stimulus materials, the 

potential impact of the stimulus materials on the intended audience, and the language 

techniques used in the stimulus materials. Additionally, the two compulsory short answer 

questions will include questions on oral presentations, and candidates must research the 

characteristics and features of oral presentations. 

- The third compulsory question requires candidates to write an extended creative piece, 

such as an essay, a poem, a short dramatic skit, or a song, and is based on one of the three 

pieces of stimulus material. Candidates are given the freedom to choose the type of 

creative piece they want to write as long as it is relevant to the topic and no longer than 2 

pages in length. The creative piece should demonstrate the candidate's ability to use 

language creatively and effectively.  

 

In conclusion, the CXC CSEC English A exam has been updated to include paper 3 as a 

compulsory paper, and candidates are required to sit paper 3/1 or paper 3/2 depending on 

whether they are in-school or private exam candidates. The exam questions are based on three 

pieces of stimulus material related to a topical issue, and candidates are required to answer two 

short answer type questions and write an extended creative piece. 
 



NOTE: Adapted from https://www.caribexams.org/node/1928 
 



NOTE: Adapted from https://www.caribexams.org/node/1928 

 



NOTE: Adapted from https://www.caribexams.org/node/1928 

 



NOTE: Adapted from https://www.caribexams.org/node/1928 
 



NOTE: Adapted from https://www.caribexams.org/node/1928 

 

 



NOTE: Adapted from https://www.caribexams.org/node/1928  



NOTE: Adapted from https://www.caribexams.org/node/1928 

 



NOTE: Adapted from https://www.caribexams.org/node/1928 

 



NOTE: Adapted from https://www.caribexams.org/node/1928 

 


